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Definitions for Social Sustainability and Social Work Paper

1. Sustainability

a. “The concept of sustainability relates to the maintenance and enhancement of environmental, social and economic resources, in order to meet the needs of current and future generations. The three components of sustainability are:

· Environmental sustainability – which requires that natural capital remains intact. This means that the source and sink functions of the environment should not be degraded. Therefore, the extraction of renewable resources should not exceed the rate at which they are renewed, and the absorptive capacity to the environment to assimilate wastes should not be exceeded. Furthermore, the extraction of non-renewable resources should be minimized and should not exceed agreed minimum strategic levels.

· Social sustainability – which requires that the cohesion of society and its ability to work towards common goals be maintained. Individual needs, such as those for health and well-being, nutrition, shelter, education and cultural expression should be met.

· Economic sustainability – which occurs when development, which moves towards social and environmental sustainability, is financially feasible.”
Source: R. Gilbert, R. Stevenson, D. Girardet, H.,& Stren, R (1996). Making cities work: The role of local authorities in the urban environment. London: Earthscan. 
b. “Sustainability is often thought of as comprised of three overlapping goals: (a) to live in a way that is environmentally sustainable or viable over the long term; (b) to live in a way that is economically sustainable, maintaining living standards over the long term; and (c) to live in a way that is socially sustainable, now and in the future” (p. 2)
Source: Dillard, J., Dujon, V. & King, M. C. (2009). Introduction. In J. Dillard, V. Dujon, & M. C. King (Eds.), Understanding the social dimension of sustainability (pp. 1-12). New York: Routledge.
c. Bruntland definition “Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” (p. 43).
Source: World Commission on Environment and Development (1987). Our common future. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.

d. Four dimensions of sustainability “all of which are conditions that must be attained to ensure the continuation of all life on the planet: human survival, biodiversity, equity, and life quality. These dimensions are interconnected and imply that sustainability means living in harmony with fellow humankind, bird, beast, air, land, sky, and sea.” (p. 33).
Source: Mary, N. L. (2008). Social work in a sustainable world. Chicago: Lyceum.

e. “ “Sustainability” as it is used here is holistic, emphasizing the quality of life and the intrinsic connection of “economic, social and environmental well-being” (Jorjman200: 6)” (p. 113)

Source: Coates, J. (2003). Ecology and social work: Toward a new paradigm. Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada: Fernwood Publishing.

f. Scottish National Heritage Society principles for sustainable development:

“These are: non-renewable resources should be used wisely and sparingly at a rate which does not restrict the options of future generations (wise use); renewable resources should be used within the limits of their capacity for regeneration (carrying capacity); the quality of the natural heritage as a whole should be maintained and improved (environmental quality); in situations of great complexity or uncertainty society should act in a precautionary manner (precautionary approach); and there should be an equitable distribution of the costs and benefits (material and non-material) of any development (shared benefits)” (p. 776)

Source: quoted in Hoff, M. D. (1998). Sustainable community development: Origins and essential elements of a new approach. In M. D. Hoff (Ed.), Sustainable community development: Studies in economic, environmental, and cultural revitalization (pp. 5-21). Boca Raton, FL: Lewis. 
g. sustainable development is the “ability acquired and held by communities over time, to initiate and control development, thus enabling communities to participate more effectively in their own destiny.(Buckland, 1998, p. 237).”
Source: Lyons, M., Smuts, C., & Stephens, A. (2001). Participation, empowerment and sustainability: (How) do the links work? Urban Studies, 38, 1233–1251. 
2.  Social Sustainability
a. Working definition for Dujon et al. writing group:
“that social aspect of sustainability should be understood as both:

(a) the processes that generate social health and well-being now and in the future, and

(b) those social institutions that facilitate environmental and economic sustainability now and for the future.” (p. 4).

Source: Dillard, J., Dujon, V. & King, M. C. (2009). Introduction. In J. Dillard, V. Dujon, & M. C. King (Eds.), Understanding the social dimension of sustainability (pp. 1-12). New York: Routledge.

b. “Human well-being, equity, democratic government, and democratic civil society are central constituents of social sustainability.” (p.16)

Source: Magis, K., & Shinn, C. (2009). Emergent principles of social sustainability. In In J. Dillard, V. Dujon, & M. C. King (Eds.), Understanding the social dimension of sustainability (pp. 15-44). New York: Routledge.

c. “development (and/or growth) that is compatible with the harmonious evolution of civil society, fostering an environment conducive to the compatible cohabitation of culturally and socially diverse groups while at the same time encouraging social integration, with improvements in the quality of life for all segments of the population. (pp 15-16).

Source: Polèse, M., & Stren, R. E. (200). The social sustainability of cities: Diversity and the management of change. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.
d. “Social sustainability refers to the sustenance of basic human needs such as nutrition and shelter (Streeten, Burki, Haq, Hicks, and Steward, 1981); human freedoms, including political rights, economic facilities, social opportunities, transparence guarantees, and protective security (Sen, 1999); and human development, which expands social, economic, cultural, and political choices and leads to equity sustainability, productivity, and empowerment (Haq, 2999)” (p. 100).
Source: Magis, K. Global civil society. In In J. Dillard, V. Dujon, & M. C. King (Eds.), Understanding the social dimension of sustainability (pp. 81-121). New York: Routledge.

e. “Social sustainability is: a positive condition within communities, and a process within communities that can achieve that condition.” (p.23). [italics in original].
Source: McKenzie, S. (2004). Social sustainability: Towards some definitions. Working paper series No. 27. Magill, Australia: University of South Australia, Hawke Research Institute.

f. “Social sustainability occurs when the formal and informal processes, systems, structures, and relationships actively support the capacity of current and future generations to create healthy and livable communities.  Socially sustainable communities are equitable, diverse, connected and democratic and provide a good quality of life.” (McKenzie, 2004; p. 18) [definition developed as part of a social sustainability project (Western Australian Council of Social Services; WACOSS].

g. sustainable development—“it is the connection of humans, their economies and societies to the ecosystems that support them which defines sustainable development.” (p 33). 

Source: Strange, T., & Bayley, A. (2008). Sustainable development: Linking economy, society, environment. Paris: OECD. [This publication uses the Bruntland definition of sustainable development).

3.  Analysis of some definitions of social sustainability from the Hawke Research Institute
 

	Definition
	Source

	Socially based definitions
	 

	‘Social Sustainability for a city is defined as development which is compatible with the harmonious evolution of civil society, fostering an environment conductive to the compatible contribution of culturally and socially diverse groups while at the same time encouraging social integration with improvements in the quality of life of all segments of the population.’
	UNESCO ‘MOST’ Program: Towards Socially Sustainable Cities

	Generally, societies that are inclusive, cohesive, and that have accountable institutions are best able to support lasting development outcomes.
	World Bank Social Development Website

	Social sustainability occurs when the formal and informal

· processes 

· systems 

· structures and 

· relationships 

actively support the capacity of current and future generations to create healthy and livable communities. Socially sustainable communities are equitable, diverse, connected and democratic and provide a good quality of life.
	WACOSS model of social sustainability, p 11.

	A sustainable community would be secure, healthy and equitable, with a clear sense of place.
	Environmental Protection Authority (2002) Towards Sustainability: Preliminary Position Statement No. 6, Environmental Protection Authority, Perth.

	‘Sustainable communities foster commitment to place, promote vitality, build resilience to stress, act as stewards, and forge connections beyond the community.’
	Northwest Policy Center, University of Washington Graduate School of Public Affairs, Seattle, Washington, USA

	‘Sustainable society – Society whose long term prospects for continuing to exist are good. Such a society would be characterized by an emphasis on preserving the environment, developing strong peaceful relationships between people and nations, and an emphasis on equitable distribution of wealth.’
	Coop America, Coop America Quarterly, No. 37, Summer 1995, p 46.

	Environmentally based definition
	 

	‘In a sustainable community, resource consumption is balanced by resources assimilated by the ecosystem. The sustainability of a community is largely determined by the web of resources providing its food, fibre, water, and energy needs and by the ability of natural systems to process its wastes. A community is unsustainable if it consumes resources faster than they can be renewed, produces more wastes than natural systems can process or relies upon distant sources for its basic needs.’
	Sustainable Community Roundtable Report (South Puget Sound)

	Mixed definition
	 

	‘Sustainable community development is the ability to make development choices which respect the relationship between the three "E's" – economy, ecology, and equity:

· Economy – Economic activity should serve the common good, be self-renewing, and build local assets and self-reliance.

· Ecology – Humans are part of nature, nature has limits, and communities are responsible for protecting and building natural assets.

· Equity – The opportunity for full participation in all activities, benefits, and decision making of a society.’
	Mountain Association For Community Economic Development (MACED)


http://www.unisa.edu.au/hawkeinstitute/research/ecosocial/eco-links.asp#THREE
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