INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION :  History, Contrasts and Contradictions in Social Work Practice
The purpose of this online module is to review the history of intercountry adoption and explore the ethical dimensions of this particular social work practice area. The phenomena will be explored, including the nexus points of war and disaster. Additionally, looking at the evidence related to intercountry adoption and research will draw on a literature review of social work’s contribution to knowledge about the practice. 

OBJECTIVES—Students will:
1. Understand the history of intercountry adoption and will be able to 
identify earliest milestones—context of conflict/disaster and poverty 

2. Be knowledgeable about the demographics of intercountry adoption, 
including the peak of 2004 and the rapid decline now taking place
3. Be able to identify key policy dimensions of contemporary 
intercountry adoption practice, including international private law, 
U.S. federal legislation, and human rights
4. Be knowledgeable about social work’s contribution to intercountry 
adoption research 

5. Be able to articulate the key ethical issues related to the practice, 
including informed consent, self-determination, and dignity and 
worth of the person
ASSIGNMENT
After reading, students will prepare to take a position either for or against intercountry adoption from the social worker’s perspective. Two assignments will capture this learning activity: (1) A debate will take place on the course discussion board or during class, depending on instructor preference. Once the debate is completed, each student is required to (2) write a policy brief that may be used to inform leaders about the policy issues explored.  This paper should be brief and focus on the facts as the student takes a policy position related to the United States and the ongoing intercountry adoption flow of children. The brief may be in one of the three camps or positions: (1) intercountry adoption barriers (including regulations) must be addressed and reduced so that more children will be adopted; (2) intercountry adoption must be meaningfully regulated while allowing for the practice to continue; (3) intercountry adoption should be abolished given the history of force, fraud, and coercion.
	INSTRUCTOR NOTE: This module requires at least 2 hours full lecture session and then a second class session for the debate assignment when the activity takes place during class time. 


COURSE READINGS REQUIRED
Bartholet, E., & Smolin, D. (2012). The debate. In J. L. Gibbons & K. S. Rotabi (Eds.). Intercountry adoption: Policies, practices, and outcomes (pp. 233–251). Surrey, England: Ashgate Press. Available at works.bepress.com/david_smolin/11 
Roby, J. L., Rotabi, K. S., & Bunkers, K. M. (in press). Social justice and intercountry adoptions:  The role 
of the U.S. social work community. Social Work.
*Rotabi, K. S., & Bunkers, K. M. (2011). In the era of reform: A review of social work literature on intercountry adoption. Sage Open. doi:0.1177/2158244011428160. Available from http://sgo.sagepub.com/content/early/2011/11/14/2158244011428160.full#aff-1 A podcast interview about this publication is available at http://sgo.sagepub.com/content/early/2011/11/14/2158244011428160/suppl/DC1
Rotabi, K. S., & Gibbons, J. L. (2012). Does the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption adequately protect orphaned and vulnerable children and their families? Journal of Child and Family Studies. 21(1), 106–119. doi: 10.1007/s10826-011-9508-6 
*Note: The Rotabi & Bunkers literature review identifies the different camps or positions in social work: pragmatists, proponents, and abolitionists. These three positions are critical areas for learning and full engagement in the debate.
RECOMMENDED ADDITIONAL READINGS:

Bergquist, K. (2009). Operation Babylift or Babyabduction? Implications of the Hague Convention on the humanitarian evacuation and “rescue” of children. International Social Work, 52, 621–633.

Hollingsworth, L. D. (2003). International adoption among families in the United States: Considerations of social justice. Social Work, 48, 209–219.
Roby, J. L. (2007). From rhetoric to best practice: Children’s rights in intercountry adoption. Children’s Legal Rights Journal, 27(3), 48–71.

Selman, P. (2011). Global trends in intercountry adoption 2001–2011. Adoption Advocate, No. 44. Available from https://www.adoptioncouncil.org/publications/adoption-advocate-no-44.html
SUGGESTED WEBSITES—TO PREPARE FOR THE STUDENT DEBATE ASSIGNMENT

Schuster Institute for Investigative Journalism http://www.brandeis.edu/investigate/adoption/index.html
Center for Adoption Policy


www.adoptionpolicy.org
Fleas Biting 




http://fleasbiting.blogspot.com/
Note: There are numerous websites with various perspectives on adoption and documentation of the issues. A Web search will be fruitful; beware that there are “promoter” websites that may not be entirely accurate. Think critically when reading intercountry materials on the Web.
ADDITIONAL SELECTED RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDY—TO PREPARE FOR THE STUDENT DEBATE ASSIGNMENT
Category: General Information

Adoption History Project. (2007). International adoptions. Retrieved from http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~adoption/topics/internationaladoption.htm
Gibbons, J. L., & Rotabi, K. S. (Eds.) (2012). Intercountry adoption: Policies, practices, and outcomes. Surrey, England: Ashgate Press.

Palacios, J., & Brodzinsky, D. M. (2010). Adoption research: Trends, topics, outcomes. International Journal of Behavioral Development, 34, 270–284.

Pertman, A. (2011). Adoption nation (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Harvard Common Press.
Category: Orphans

Abebe, T. (2009). Orphanhood, poverty and the care dilemma: Review of global policy trends. Social Work and Society, 7(1), 70–85.

Abebe, T., & Aase, A. (2007). Children, AIDS and the politics of orphan care in Ethiopia: The extended family revisited. Social Science & Medicine, 64, 2058–2069.

Cheney, K. E., & Rotabi, K. S. (in press). “Addicted to orphans”: How the global orphan industrial complex jeopardizes local child protection systems. In T. Skelton, C. Harker, & K. Horschelmann (Eds.). Geographies of children and young people. Conflict, violence and peace. 
New York, NY: Springer Reference.
Lombe, M., & Ochumbo, A. (2008). Sub-Saharan Africa’s orphan crisis: Challenges and opportunities. International Social Work, 51, 682–698.

Roby, J. L., & Shaw, S. A. (2006). The African orphan crisis and international adoption, Social Work, 51, 199–210.

Category: Outcomes of Intercountry Adoption

Bakermans-Kranenburg, M. J., Van IJzendoorn, M. H., & Juffer, F. (2008). Earlier is better: A meta-analysis of 70 years of intervention improving cognitive development in institutionalized children. Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development, 73(3), 279–293.

Dalen, M., & Rygvold, A. L. (2006). Educational achievement in adopted children from China. Adoption Quarterly, 9(4), 45–58.

Juffer, F., Palacios, J., LeMare, L., Sonuga-Barke, E. J. S., Tieman, W., Bakermans-Kranenburg, M. J., … Verhulst, F.C. (2012). Development of adopted children with histories of early adversity. In R. B. McCall, M. H. Van IJzendoorn, F. Juffer, C. J. Groark, & V. K. Groza, Children without permanent parents: Research, practice and policy. Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development, 77(1).

Juffer, F., & Van IJzendoorn, M. H. (2009). International adoption comes of age: Development of international adoptees from a longitudinal and meta-analytical perspective. In G. M. Wrobel, & E. Neil (Eds.), International advances in adoption research for practice (pp. 169–192). London, UK: Wiley.

Lindblad, F., Dalen, M., Rasmussen, F., Vinnerljung, B., & Hjern, A. (2009). School performance of international adoptees better than expected from cognitive test results. European Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 18, 301–308.

Van den Dries, L., Juffer, F., Van IJzendoorn, M. H., & Bakermans-Kranenburg, M. J. (2010). Infants' physical and cognitive development after international adoption from foster care or institutions in China. Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, 31, 144–150.

Van IJzendoorn, M. H., Bakermans-Kranenburg, M. J., & Juffer, F. (2007). Plasticity of growth in height, weight, and head circumference: Meta-analytic evidence of massive catch-up after international adoption. Journal of Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics, 28, 334–343.

Van IJzendoorn, M. H., & Juffer, F. (2005). Adoption is a successful natural intervention enhancing adopted children's IQ and school performance. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 14, 326–330.

Van IJzendoorn, M. H., Juffer, F., & Klein Poelhuis, C. W. (2005). Adoption and cognitive development: A meta-analytic comparison of adopted and non-adopted children's IQ and school performance. Psychological Bulletin, 131, 301–316.

Van IJzendoorn, M. H., Luijk, M. P. C. M., & Juffer, F. (2008). IQ of children growing up in children’s homes: A meta-analysis on IQ delays in orphanages. Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 54, 341–366.

Category: Ethics and Exploitation
Freundlich, M. (2000a). Adoption and ethics: The role of race, culture, and national origin in adoption. Washington, DC: Child Welfare League of America. 

Freundlich, M. (2000b). Market forces: The issues in international adoption. In M. Freundlich (Ed.), Adoption and ethics: The role of race, culture, and national origin in adoption (pp. 37–66). Washington, DC: Child Welfare League of America.

Giberti, E. (2000). Excluded mothers: Birth mothers relinquishing their children. In P. Selman (Ed.). Intercountry adoption: Developments, trends and perspectives (pp. 458–466). London, UK: British Agencies for Adoption and Fostering.

Green, D. M. (2010). The paradox of self-determination for marginalized individuals. Social Work and Society, 8(1). Retrieved from http://www.socwork.net/2010/1/green

Herrmann, K. J., Jr., & Kasper, B. (1992). International adoption: The exploitation of women and children. Affilia, 7(1), 45–58.

Kapstein, E. B. (2003). The baby trade. Foreign Affairs, 82(6), 115–125.

Category: Critique With Examples of Trafficking, etc.
Balcom, K., (2011). The traffic in babies: Cross-border adoption and baby-selling between the United States and Canada, 1930–1972. Toronto, Canada: University of Toronto Press.

Dubinsky, K. (2010). Babies without borders: Adoption and migration across the Americas. New York, NY: NYU Press.

Maskew, T. (2005). Child trafficking and intercountry adoption: The Cambodian experience. Cumberland Law Review, 35, 619–638.

Meier, P., & Zhang, X. (2008). Sold into adoption: The Hunan baby trafficking scandal exposes vulnerabilities in Chinese adoptions to the United States. Cumberland Law Review, 39, 87–130. Retrieved from http://www.ethicanet.org/MeierZhang/pdf

Mezmur, B. (2010, June). The sins of the saviours: Trafficking in the context of intercountry adoption from Africa. Paper presented at the Special Commission of the Hague Conference on Private International Law. The Hague, Netherlands. Retrieved from www.hcch.net/upload/wop/adop2010id02e.pdf

Rotabi, K. S. (2012). Fraud in intercountry adoption: Child sales and abduction in Vietnam, Cambodia, and Guatemala. In J. L. Gibbons & K. S. Rotabi (Eds.). Intercountry adoption: Policies, practices, and outcomes (pp. 67–76).  Surrey, England: Ashgate Press.  



Smolin, D. M. (2004). Intercountry adoption as child trafficking. Valparaiso University Law Review, 39, 281–325.
Smolin, D. M. (2005). The two faces of intercountry adoption: The significance of the Indiana adoption scandals. Seton Hall Law Review, 35, 403–493.
Smolin, D. M. (2006). Child laundering: How the intercountry adoption system legitimizes and incentivizes the practices of buying, trafficking, kidnapping, and stealing children. Wayne Law Review 52(1), 113-200. Retrieved from http://works.bepress.com/david_smolin/1 

Smolin, D. M. (2007a). Child laundering as exploitation: Applying anti-trafficking norms to intercountry adoption under the coming Hague regime. Vermont Law Review, 32, 1–55. 

Smolin, D. M. (2007b). Intercountry adoption and poverty: A human rights analysis. Capital Law Review, 36, 413–453.
Category: Country Specific

Bergquist, K., Vonk, M. E., Kim, D. S., & Feit, M. D. (2007). International Korean adoption: A fifty-year history of policy and practice. New York, NY: Haworth Press.

Bhargava, V. (2005). Adoption in India: Polices and experiences. New Delhi, India: SAGE.

Bos, P. (2007). Once a mother. Relinquishment and adoption from the perspective of unmarried mothers in south India. (Doctoral dissertation, Nijmegen University). Retrieved from http://dare.ubn.kun.nl/bitstream/2066/73643/1/73643.pdf

Bromfield, N. F., & Rotabi, K. S. (in press). The Haitian child abduction attempt: Policy analysis of human trafficking laws and implications for social workers. Journal of Social Work Values and Ethics.
Bunkers, K. M., Groza, V., & Lauer, D. (2009). International adoption and child protection in Guatemala: A case of the tail wagging the dog. International Social Work, 52, 649–660.

Dowling, M., & Brown, G. (2009). Globalization and intercountry adoption from China. Child and Family Social Work, 14, 352–361.

Fonseca, C. (2002). An unexpected reversal: Charting the course of international adoption in Brazil. Adoption & Fostering, 26(3), 28–39.

Fonseca, C. (2009). Transnational connections and dissenting views: The evolution of child placement policies in Brazil. In D. Marre & L. Briggs (Eds.), International adoption: Global inequalities and the circulation of children (pp. 154–173). New York, NY: New York University Press.

Fronek, P. (2006). Global perspectives in Korean intercountry adoption. Asia Pacific Journal of Social Work and Development, 16(1), 21–31.

Fronek, P., & Tilse, C. (2010).Controversy and its implications for the practice of contemporary social work in intercountry adoptions: A Korean-Australian case study. Australian Social Work, 63, 445–459.

Gibbons, J. L., Wilson, S. L., & Schnell, A. M. (2009). Foster parents as a critical link and resource in international adoptions from Guatemala. Adoption Quarterly, 12, 59–77.

Gresham, K., Nackerud, L., & Risler, E. (2004). Intercountry adoption from Guatemala and the United States: A comparative policy analysis. Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 1(3/4), 1–20.

Groza, V., Ileana, D., & Irwin, I. (1999). A peacock or a crow? Stories, interviews and commentaries on Romanian adoptions. South Euclid, OH: Willes e-press.

Hawk, B. N., & McCall, R. B. (2011). Specific extreme behaviors of postinstitutionalized Russian adoptees. Developmental Psychology, 47, 732–738.

Hübinette, T. (2004). Demographic information and Korean adoption history. In E. Kim (Ed). Guide to Korea for overseas adopted Koreans (pp. 12-19, 25-47). Seoul, Korea: Overseas Koreans Foundation. 

Hübinette, T. (2007a). Disembedded and free-floating bodies out-of-place and out-of-control: Examining the borderline existence of adopted Koreans. Adoption & Culture, 1, 129–162.
Hübinette, T. (2007b). Nationalism, subalternity, and the adopted Koreans. Journal of Women's History, 19(1), 117–122. 

Johnson, K. A. (2004). Wanting a daughter, needing a son. Abandonment, adoption, and orphanage care in China. St. Paul, MN: Yeong and Yeong Book Co.

Lee, R. M., Seol, K. O., Sung, M., & Miller, M. J. (2010). The behavioral development of Korean children in institutional care and international adoptive families. Developmental Psychology, 46, 468–478.

McGinnis, H. (2006). From the ashes of war: Lessons from 50 years of Korean international adoption. In R. A. Javier, A. L. Baden, F. A. Biafora, & A. Camacho-Gingerich (Eds.), Handbook of adoption: Implications for researchers, practitioners, and families. New York, NY: SAGE.

Post, R. (2007). Romania: For export only: The untold story of the Romanian orphans. Brussels, Belgium: Eurocomment Diffusion SA
Rotabi, K. S., & Bergquist, K. J. S. (2010). Vulnerable children in the aftermath of Haiti’s earthquake of 2010: A call for sound policy and processes to prevent international child sales and theft. Journal of Global Social Work Practice, 3(1). Retrieved from http://www.globalsocialwork.org/vol3no1/Rotabi.html

Rotabi, K. S., & Heine, T. M. (2010). Commentary on Russian child adoption incidents: Implications for global policy and practice. Journal of Global Social Work Practice. Available from http://www.globalsocialwork.org/vol3no2/Rotabi.html
Category: Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption
Dillon, S. (2003). Making legal regimes for intercountry adoption reflect human rights principles: Transforming the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child with the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption. Boston University International Law Journal, 21, 179.

Hague Conference on Private International Law. (1993, May 29). The Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption. Retrieved from www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.pdf&cid=69

Hague Conference on Private International Law. (2008a, September 1). Outline: Hague Intercountry Adoption Convention. Retrieved from http://www.hcch.net/upload/outline33e.pdf.

Hague Conference on Private International Law. (2011b). List of states that have signed, ratified or acceded to the 1993 Hague Convention. Retrieved from www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.status&cid=69 

McKinney, L. (2007). International adoption and the Hague Convention: Does implementation of the Convention protect the best interests of children? Journal of Child & Family Advocacy, 6, 361–375.

O’Keefe, K. (2007). The Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000: The United States’ ratification of the Hague Convention on the Protection of Children, and its meager effect on international adoption. Vanderbilt Journal of Transnational Law, 40, 1611–1616.

Smolin, D. M. (2010). Child laundering and the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption: The future and past of intercountry adoption. University of Louisville Law Review, 48, 441–498. Retrieved from http://works.bepress.com/david_smolin/8

Category: Policy

Bailey, J. D. (2009). Expectations of the consequences of new international adoption policy in the US. Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare, 36(2), 169–183.

Bartholet, E. (2007). International adoption: Thoughts on the human rights issues. Human Rights Law Review, 13, 151–203.

Bartholet, E. (2010). International adoption: The human rights position. Global Policy, 1(1), 91–100. 

Dickens, J. (2009). Social policy approaches to intercountry adoption. International Social Work, 52, 595–607.

Hollinger, J. H. (2008). Intercountry adoption: Legal requirements and practical considerations. In J. H. Hollinger (Ed.), Adoption law and practice 1988–2008 (pp. 97–148). New York, NY: LexisNexis Matthew Bender.

Hollingsworth, L. D. (2008). Commentary: Does the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption address the protection of adoptees’ cultural identity? And should it? Social Work, 53, 377–379.

Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000. (2000). Public Law 106–279. Retrieved from http://coanet.org/files/hr2909.pdf 

Category: Miscellaneous

Dohle, A. (2008). Inside story of an adoption scandal. Cumberland Law Review, 39, 131–185.

Doyle, J. (2010). Misguided kindness: Making the right decisions for children in emergencies. Retrieved from Save the Children website: http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/1481589D74C062C4C12577FF003BCCFC-Full_report.pdf

Dubinsky, K. (2008). The fantasy of the global cabbage patch: Making sense of transnational adoption. Feminist Theory, 9, 339–345.

Fronek, P., & Cuthbert, D. (2012). The future of inter-country adoption: A paradigm shift for this century. International Journal of Social Welfare, 21(2), 215–224.
Graff, E. J. (2008, November 1). The lie we love. Foreign Policy, Retrieved from http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=4508&print=1

Graff, E. J. (2010, Summer). The baby business. Democracy: A journal of ideas, 17. Retrieved from http://www.democracyjournal.org/17/6757.php.

Leinaweaver, J. B. (2008). The circulation of children: Kinship, adoption, and morality in Andean Peru. Durham, NC: Duke University Press.

Manley, K. L. (2006). Birth parents: The forgotten members of the international adoption triad. Capital University Law Review, 35, 627–653.

Martin, A. (2000a). The legacy of operation babylift, Adoption Today, 2(4). Retrieved from http://www.adoptvietnam.org/adoption/babylift.htm

Masson, J. (2001). Intercountry adoption: A global problem or a global solution? Journal of International Affairs, 55, 141–166.

McGinnis, H. (2005). Intercountry adoption in emergencies: The tsunami orphans. New York, NY: Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute. Retrieved from http://www.adoptioninstitute.org/publications

Mezmur, B. (2009a). From Angelina (to Madonna) to Zoe’s Ark: What are the “A-Z” lessons for intercountry adoptions in Africa? International Journal of Law, Policy and the Family, 23, 145–173.

Mezmur, B. (2009b). Intercountry adoption as a measure of last resort in Africa: Advancing the rights of a child rather than a right to a child. Sur - International Journal on Human Rights, 6(10), 83–104.

Olsen, L. J. (2003). Live or let die: Could intercountry adoption make the difference? Penn State International Law Review, 22, 483–525.

Palacios, J., & Sánchez-Sandoval, Y. (2005). Beyond adopted-nonadopted comparisons. In D. Brodzinsky & J. Palacios (Eds.), Psychological issues in adoption: Research and practice (pp. 117–144). Westport, CT: Praeger.

Palacios, J., Sánchez-Sandoval, Y., & León, E. (2005). Intercountry adoption disruption in Spain. Adoption Quarterly, 9(1), 35–55.

Riben, M. (2007). The stork market: America’s multi-billion dollar unregulated adoption industry. Dayton, NJ: Advocate.

Triseliotis, J. (2000). Intercountry adoption: Global trade or global gift? Adoption & Fostering, 24(2), 45–54.

United Nations Children’s Fund. (1999). Intercountry adoption. Innocenti Digest 4. UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre. Retrieved from http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/102/ 

United Nations Children’s Fund. (n.d.) UNICEF’s position on intercountry adoption. Retrieved from www.unicef.org/media/media_41118.html

United Nations Children’s Fund & Terre Des Hommes. (2008). Adopting the rights of the child: A study on intercountry adoption and its influence on child protection in Nepal. Kathmandu, Nepal: Terre des Hommes Foundation.

Category: Video Resources
Dolgin, G. (Producer), & Dolgin, G., & Franco, V. (Directors). (2002). Daughter from Danang. [Documentary film.] United States: American Experience and the Independent Television Service in association with the National Asian American Communication Association.

Geoghegan, A. (2009). Fly away children. The Australian Broadcasting Corporation. Retrieved from http://www.abc.net.au/foreign/content/2009/s2686908.htm

Terre des Hommes & United Nations Children’s Fund (Co-producers), & Sylvain, S-A. (Director). (2010). Paper orphans [Documentary film]. UK: Image Ark Pvt. LTD.
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