Who’s Poor? “Official” Poverty and “Relative” Deprivation in Local and Global Contexts
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Purpose of the Module

To provide a way to contextualize historical (and current) U.S. bases for determining poverty using the United Nations Human Development Index (HDI) and its embedded measures of inequality, and to personalize deprivation through an analysis of how our perceived needs are driven by social comparisons.
Learning Objectives

(a) To become familiar with U.S. and International bases for determining poverty
(b) To identify situational, social, and personal factors influencing inequality in the distribution of resources

(c) To assess these factors in the context of social justice and social work values

(d) To recognize the dynamics of relative deprivation as influences on the personal experience of poverty
(e) To trace the effects of such deprivation on longevity, physical and mental health, community empowerment, and access to human rights

Estimated Time for Module

· 2 hours 45 minutes – inclusive of discussion and exercise

· Equivalent to a weekly class session in a semester system
Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards Competencies Being Addressed
2.1.7 – Apply knowledge of human behavior and the social environment

Social workers are knowledgeable about human behavior across the life course; the range of social systems in which people live; and the ways social systems promote or deter people in maintaining or achieving health and well-being.  Social workers apply theories and knowledge from the liberal arts to understand biological, social, cultural, psychological, and spiritual development.  

2.1.5 – Advance human rights and social and economic justice

Each person, regardless of position in society, has basic human rights, such as freedom, safety, privacy, an adequate standard of living, health care, and education.   Social workers recognize the global interconnections of oppression and are knowledgeable about theories of justice and strategies to promote human and civil rights.   Social work incorporates social justice practices in organizations, institutions, and society to ensure that these basic human rights are distributed equitably and without prejudice. 

Suggested use of the Learning Module, Including Where it Might fit into the HBSE curriculum
· Foundation curriculum addressing individuals and families within varying socioeconomic environments
· Courses addressing sociocultural concepts of poverty

· Course addressing cultural competence

Sources Used (It is recommended that instructors review these sources prior to using this module.)
Cassidy, J. (April 2006). Relatively deprived, The New Yorker. Retrieved from http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2006/04/03/060403
Klugman, J. (2010). Summary. In Human development report 2010 (pp. 1–13). New York, NY: United Nations


Development Programme. 

Klugman, J. (2010.) Innovations in measuring inequality and poverty. In Human development report 2010 (pp. 85–100). New York, NY: United Nations Development Programme. 

Suggested Readings or Web Links
Complete Human Development Report 2010

http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR_2010_EN_Complete_reprint.pdf
PEW Charitable Trust: Does America Promote Economic Mobility as Well as Other Nations?
http://www.pewtrusts.org/uploadedFiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/Reports/Economic_Mobility/Economic_Mobility_US_World.pdf
2012 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Poverty Guidelines
http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/12poverty.shtml
Partners in Health: Paul Farmer on poverty, human rights, and access to health care (video)

http://www.pih.org/pages/who-we-are
Assignments or Exercises

Following lecture (with Power Point slides) and discussion on materials mentioned previously, I do a small group exercise using source material from the Orlando Sentinel in 2010 (see pp. 3-4). Individual instructors may prefer to supplement this with exercises of their own, including those placing greater emphasis on illustrating extreme poverty.
Small Group Exercise

1. Read description of time-share home (distribute handout)

a. What values or needs are reflected here? 

i. Free market?

ii. Social Darwinism?

b. How do principles of social justice apply?

i. Equitable distribution of opportunities and resources?

ii. “sucks to be you”?

2. Read Letter to the Editor

a. Who is in Mr. Carter’s tribe?

i. To whom might he compare his standard of living to be “okay”?

b. What “needs” are inferred or directly stated?

i. List without judgment

c. In what case might he feel deprived?

3. Who is in your tribe?

a. With whom do you align

i. Individually, ethnically, spiritually/religiously, culturally, nationally

ii. Is there a “pecking order” within the tribe(s)?

iii. If push comes to shove, who “deserves” to be favored (or to win)?

b. What “stuff” or “cargo” is important to have and/or display?

i. Be candid

c. How do you feel/what do you think about yourself (or others) when something is lacking?

4. How might all of this influence your ability to work with (or stand in solidarity with the interest of)

a. The poor in your home environment?

i. i.e., Temporary Assistance for Needy Families recipients with cell phones and flat screen TVs

b. the poor living elsewhere?

5. How will you decide to align with others based on your consideration of their deservingness?

a. How will you factor in the obstacles they may face to achieving on their own?
Time-share mogul David Siegel seeks $75M for home

By Sara K. Clarke, Orlando Sentinel , 4:11 PM EDT, May 26, 2010

(An earlier version of this story incorrectly characterized the size of Vince Carter's house. At 42,134 gross square feet, Carter's home is the largest residential property in Orange County. It has 30,671 square feet climate-controlled space, according to the Orange County Property Appraiser.)

Although not yet finished, the "largest family home in America" is now for sale in southwest Orange County, with an asking price of $75 million.

Time-share mogul David Siegel and his wife, Jacqueline, have put the 13-bedroom, 23-bathroom mansion on Lake Butler on the market.

The 90,000-square-foot house — 66,800 square feet of which is heated and air-conditioned, according to the real estate listing — was announced by the Siegels in 2003 but is still 12 to 18 months from completion.

The couple, who dubbed the residence "Versailles," after the French palace that inspired it, put the project on hold early last year, citing the recession's effect on the time-share industry.

"We're using all the money we can raise for our business," David Siegel said at the time. "It'll probably be another couple years before it's done." He couldn't be reached Monday for comment on the home's for-sale listing.

Versailles boasts a 20-car garage and a commercial-grade kitchen with a hibachi grill that seats 12 diners. It has a 7,200-square-foot grand hall capped by a 30-foot-wide, stained-glass dome that took three years to build by hand. The property includes 1.4 miles of lakeshore. And while a palace fit for a king, it was also designed with Siegel's eight children in mind, for it includes a two-lane bowling alley, roller rink, arcade and children's theater.

So who amid a sour economy buys a home that trumps the White House in size, if not grandeur?

Lorraine Barrett, the agent listing the house, said interest has been strong among international business executives from places such as Russia and the Middle East.

"We've gotten interest from all over the world," said Barrett, a Realtor with Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate. "We actually are getting more than I thought we would of … people who can afford the house."

The house, when fully built, would certainly top anything else in Orange County, where the current trophy for biggest house is held by Orlando Magic guard Vince Carter, whose home is 42,134 gross square feet.

The most expensive residence to sell in the area recently was former Magic basketball player Grant Hill's house, which was purchased for $10 million in 2007. Still, $75 million is not an unheard-of price in Florida's luxury-home circles: A Russian billionaire snapped up Donald Trump's Palm Beach mansion in 2008 for $95 million — or $30 million less than the asking price. Earlier that same year, another South Florida property, owned by philanthropist Sidney Kimmel, was bought for $77.5 million by a former Goldman Sachs partner.

Siegel's partially completed house is not listed for $75 million "as is": According to the listing, for that price the house would be completed to the Siegels' original specifications. But if the buyer wanted to abandon the French Provincial design and take the structure in a new direction, it would cost $100 million.

Versailles "will probably be a house that will appeal to the uber-wealthy that don't ever think about the issues of money," said Kelly Price, a Realtor and owner of Kelly Price & Co. in Winter Park. "It might be a permanent home. It might be a second or third. For all we know, it could be a seventh or eighth home."

As the Siegels search for a buyer, they will battle a changing high-end real estate market, one marked by conservative consumers who have adopted a "frugal chic" outlook on life, said Roger Soderstrom, owner of Stirling Sotheby's International Realty.

Not much locally has sold lately for more than $5 million, he said, so it will be interesting to see where a buyer for Versailles might come from. "You have to find that true needle in the haystack," he said.

"Today's consumer is much different than they were five years ago," Soderstrom said. "People are changing their lifestyles. Sometimes more is not better."
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5/27/10: Letters to the Editor

Carter's home not as excessive as portrayed
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2010-05-27/news/os-ed-letters-vince-carter-052710-20100526_1_loyalty-oath-political-parties-vince-carter
