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· Case #1
Client:  You are a 72-year-old widow in excellent health.  You live independently in your own home.  Your 50-year-old daughter recently became widowed.  She feels that you are “too old” to be alone and must live with her.  You want to remain in your own home and find many of your daughter’s interests very different from your own.  You feel sorry for your daughter since she is so distressed about her husband’s death.  However, your daughter is very pushy and has already made plans for a garage sale to clean out your house and help prepare you for packing to her home.  You feel your daughter is “forcing” you to do something you don’t want.  You have sought the help of an outreach social worker at the senior nutrition site where you eat lunch five days a week.

Worker:  You are the outreach social worker at a senior nutrition site.  A woman, age 72, who eats regularly at the site, has asked to speak with you about her daughter.  She relates that her daughter is forcing her to move in with her and she doesn’t know what to do.  She has been living on her own up to this point and seems to experience no visible health problems.

· Case #2

Worker:  You are a hospital social worker.  You are admitting a 79-year-old woman who is quite weak from anemia.  Her sister brought her to the hospital and told you, in confidence, that the patient’s son physically abuses her.  He lives with the patient and his father who is terminally ill. The patient does not disclose any of this to you.  You notice bruises on her arms that look like the result of fingers holding tight.

Client:  You are being admitted to the hospital for anemia.  You are 79 years old.  You overheard your sister tell the social worker that your son, who lives with you, has been physically abusing you.  The other night he grabbed you so hard that you now have bruising on your arms.  You don’t want anyone to know because you need his help in caring for your terminally-ill husband who has cancer.  Your son may also be abusing your finances because the checkbook seems to have less in the account than what you have recorded.  You feel very scared and vulnerable right now.
· Case #3

Worker:  You work for Children’s Services.  Currently your caseload consists of grandparents who have legal custody of their grandchildren.  You received a phone call from one of your clients requesting a home visit as soon as possible.  The grandparent related that his/her 12-year-old grandchild was suspended from school (6th grade) because he was found smoking marijuana in the boy’s bathroom. The grandparent related that is was very unexpected behavior and is quite distraught.

Client:  You are a grandparent who has legal custody of your grandchildren.  You contacted the social worker at Children’s Services requesting a home visit as soon as possible.  Your 12-year-old grandchild was suspended from school (6th grade) because he was found smoking marijuana in the boy’s bathroom.  You are very surprised and upset by your grandson’s unexpected behavior.  You are worried that it may be related to a visit from your daughter (your grandson’s mother) the day before.  She has been ordered by the court to not visit her child.  However, you felt sorry for her and allowed a visit.  You are afraid to tell the social work about this visit.
The following examples can be used with videotaped interview exercises/role plays in practice courses at the generalist level. Where possible, an effective format would be to have students from a drama department act the role of  older adult and the students the role of social worker. These cases could also be used to stimulate class discussion.
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