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Research and Cultural Competence
Using Research to Evaluate Practice
 
Adapted from:  Greene, R. R., Cohen, H., Galambos, C. & Kropf, N.P. (2007). Foundations of Social Work Practice in the Field of Aging: A Competency-Based Approach.  NASW Press (pp. 83-84).

Students will use research to analyze disparities in health care across various population groups.  In particular, diabetes is a health concern that disproportionately impacts older people of color
.  In this activity, students will review data from various sources to consider ways to create programs and services to address this health concern.
Evaluation of the assignment will include students’ ability to gather appropriate data about this health problem within the older population;  critically evaluate data to determine high risk groups and conditions;  and plan for social work interventions, services, and programs to address this health challenge.

1. Use empirical research to understand and give a presentation on disparities in health care, relying on the following sources:

Institute of Medicine. (1994). Balancing the scales of opportunity: Ensuring racial and ethnic diversity in the health professions. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Institute of Medicine. (2003). Unequal treatment: Confronting racial and ethnic disparities in health care. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (1999). Mental health: A report of the Surgeon General. Rockville, MD: Center for Mental Health Services, National Institutes of Health, National Institute of Mental Health.

2. Research the health care practice and beliefs on at risk populations and write a paper reflecting on how these beliefs may differ form their own. 

3. Write an agency plan on adapting organizational policies, procedures, and resources to facilitate the provision of services to diverse older adults and their family caregivers.
The Advanced Gero Social Work Practice Guide (Curriculum Resource Examples) identifies this assignment can be used to measure student attainment of the advanced gero practice behavior 2.1.6—Engage in research-informed practice and practice-informed research.








� DeCoster, V. (2009).  Diabetes treatment.  In Cummings, S. M. & Kropf, N.P. (eds.). (2009).  Handbook of Psychosocial Interventions with Older Adults:Evidence-Based Treatment. (pp. 102-125). UK:  Routledge.








