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Discussion questions for Survival and Beyond
Prior to showing the film, ask class about what sorts of stereotypes people have about people who commit suicide. Prompt for age, SES, education

After showing film

After viewing the film, ask the class: 

· What still holds true about the stereotypes. 
· How have your thoughts about suicide changed? 

· Prompts:

· Demographics of people who attempt

· also comment daughter-in-law makes about how he knew his thoughts were irrational but was unable to keep from trying to take his life

· What were Dr Buckwalter’s symptoms and progression of depression?

· How did his depression affect his family?

· If you heard you were going to see a 60 year old man with a 20 year history of depression, how hopeful would you be of his prognosis? 
· How do you think his advanced age affects the prognosis?

· If you had to guess, what do you think might have changed for this gentleman that allowed him to recover from depression in his late 60’s?

· In the interview with the grandson, it is clear that Dr. Buckwalter was preparing for his natural death. 
· What did he do to prepare for end of life that would be considered healthy?
·  How was his preparation for death influenced by his prior suicidal ideation?

Apply your class orientation: 

· For theory classes: If you were a psychiatric SWer and met Dr. B in the height of his depression, how would you apply the theoretical orientation of the class to his situation? What interventions might you try?

· For family class: If you were working with Dr. B and his son and daughter in law, what issues would you want to focus on? How is working with families in later life (with adult children) different from working with younger families?
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