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Environmentalism:  

 Social Work Practice and Policy 

The contemporary world presents social workers with global challenges. From 

difficulties associated with the violation of human rights to the need for social justice and 

citizen participation, there is increasing pressure for the social work profession to expand 

its scope of policy and practice. Culturally relevant interventions and theoretical 

perspectives are needed that address natural, human-influenced, and global 

environmentalism often associated with issues related to exploitation, pollution and 

climate change. Social workers are positioned to engage in international partnerships 

committed to environmentalism to facilitate a sustainable connection between nature’s 

life forces and people. 

 

Increasingly, social workers participate on interdisciplinary teams that help communities 

address environmental issues by partnering with government and non-government 

organizations. The goal of this course, taught by faculty from both the U.S. and India, is 

to provide a national/international perspective on responses to environmental issues that 

are most likely to impact vulnerable populations and their communities.  

. 

 

Anticipated outcomes of the course: 

 

1. An understanding of the theories and concepts associated with environmentalism 

 in the context of social work practice and policy.  

 

2.   Knowledge of the major roles for social work in providing environmental-related 

service delivery that enhances well-being in various national/international 

settings.  

 

3.   An understanding of the impact of environmental policies on global populations 

with a focus on human rights and social, economic and environmental justice.  

 

4.   Collaboration with international colleagues that supports advocacy efforts 

consistent with social work values and ethics. 

 

5.   Competency development that advances human rights and social, economic and 

 environmental justice.  
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KNOWLEDGE OBJECTIVES 

 

1.  Knowledge of the relationship between person-in-the environment, ecological 

social work welfare and practice, and sustainability and environmentalism.  

 

2. Knowledge of the operation and results of global environmental injustice in 

addressing social need. 

 

3. Knowledge of the principles, basic structure and provisions of global social 

welfare policies and programs that address environmentalism. 

 

4. Understanding of major national/international concepts and theories associated 

with disaster prevention and recovery and their culturally relevant application. 

 

 

SKILL OBJECTIVES 

 

1. Ability to define and apply concepts of social work to international environmental 

issues, including disaster prevention and relief efforts. 

 

2. Ability to recognize value stances and beliefs with respect to environmentalism 

and to distinguish them from information gained through systematic inquiry and 

data collection. 

 

3. Ability to use the skill associated with social work practice and policy in 

assessing strengths and weaknesses of disaster response and relief procedures. 

 

4. Ability to evaluate emerging approaches to define and meet national/international 

social need by assessing the influence of particular social, economic and 

environmental assumptions.   

 

5. Increased ability to form constructive national/international partnerships that 

address environmentalism and social work practice and policy. 

 

6. Ability to employ national/international opportunities and techniques for 

influencing social, economic and environment justice.  

 

 

ATTITUDE OBJECTIVES 

 

1. Awareness of the need for social work practice and policy that increase: social, 

economic and environmental social justice; respect for individual and group 

differences; and, address global oppression.  
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2. Awareness of the need for scientific inquiry and rational analysis in the 

formulation and implementation of national/international disaster prevention and 

response procedures.  

 

3. Commitment to the social work's commitment to develop professional 

competence to advance human rights and social, economic and environmental 

policies and programs to enhance social well being.   

 

 

COURSE CIVILITY 

 

It is important for students to be civil in the classroom and online.  In the classroom 

setting, cell phones, IPads, laptops, and other technological equipment are not needed and 

should be left in student’s bag and turned off.  During the class lecture, if surfing the web, 

playing games, and checking personal accounts are too tempting then students can turn 

off their computer screen. Students that are being disrespectful to classmates and the 

instructor by using technology inappropriately will be asked to excuse themselves from 

the class 

 

If a student has a concern regarding course civility they should contact the instructor 

immediately via email at  tice@umbc.edu or cburry@ssw.umaryland.edu.  

 

 

STUDENT ACCOMENDATIONS  

All the universities supporting this course are committed to eliminating discriminatory 

obstacles that may disadvantage students based on disability. In terms of UMBC and 

UMB, services for students with disabilities are provided for all students qualified under 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, the ADAAA of 2009, and Section 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act who request and are eligible for accommodations. The 

faculty is committed to coordinate accommodations that would allow students to have 

equal access and inclusion in all courses, programs, and activities associated with the 

course. 

If you have a documented disability and need to request academic 

accommodations, please contact the faculty as soon as possible. If you require 

accommodations for the class, make an appointment to meet and discuss your need for 

approved accommodations. 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Readings:  Students are expected to do all required readings.  Class time is an opportunity 

to question and clarify material from the readings that may be unclear or confusing.  

mailto:tice@umbc.edu
mailto:cburry@ssw.umaryland.edu


 4 

Reading the material for each class in a timely fashion will give students a chance to use 

the class in this way, as well as promote active participation in discussions. 
 
Attendance:  Attendance and participation in this class are crucial to the overall course 
objective of understanding a national/international perspective on responses to 
environmental disasters that advance human rights and social, economic and 
environmental justice.  Therefore, the following attendance policy is in place.  In the case 
of medical absences, a doctor’s note is required. 
 
 

Absence(s) Consequence 

1 No change in the final grade 

2  Final grade is lowered by one full grade (i.e. a “B” becomes a “C”) 

3 Final grade is lowered by  two full grades (i.e. a “B” becomes a “D”) 

4 Course failure 

 

 

 

GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Grading, examination dates, and assignments are outlined below.   

 
 
Assignment 

 
Due Date  

 
% of Course Grade 

 
Current Event 

 
 

 
 

 
Literature Review 

 
 
 

 
 

 
PowerPoint Group 
Presentation  

  

 
United Nations Declaration  

 
 

 
 

 

The grading scale for the course is as follows:  

  100 - 90 points - A                

  89 - 80 points - B                 

  79 - 70 points - C                

  69 - 60 points - D                

  Below 59 points - F 

 
All written assignments must be neatly typed, grammatically correct and turned in on 
time in APA format. No assignments will be accepted after the due date for posting 
except in highly extenuating circumstances with documentation (i.e. medical condition, 
etc).  All assignments must be posted by noon the day before the designated class or will 
be counted as LATE and will not be accepted.  
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Current Event 

Post an article, along with a picture, that describes a recent national or international 

disaster.  Using content from the class, analyze the reasons for the disaster and its impact 

on people and communities. Offer comments on the relief effort and how to prevent such 

a disaster from occurring once again.  

 
Literature Review 
Compile and post a list of six (6) evidence-based, peer-reviewed, research articles that 
support environmentalism in social work practice and policy. Write an abstract on each 
article that states the article's purpose, theoretical frameworks, major concepts, and 
conclusions on practice or policy. All the research articles should be attached to the 
literature review.  
 
Collaborative PowerPoint Presentation 

Design and post a PowerPoint presentation that reflects the work of a collaborative 

international partnership. The partnerships will be created within the class and the 

presentation should address the following:  

 

o An example of a national/international disaster prevention program. 

o Why the disaster prevention program reflects national/international goals and 

values. 

o The social work theoretical frameworks and concepts that support the prevention 

program.  

o How the victims and survivors of the national/international disaster reflect 

national/global socio-economics.  

o The political dynamics involved in the disaster prevention program and 

subsequent responses. 

o The role of the media in both the disaster prevention and response. 

o The roles social workers assume in the disaster prevention and response. 

 

Declaration to the United Nations 

Work  in a collaborative international partnership and write and post a Declaration (no 

more than two (2) pages in length) to present at the United Nations  that advocates for 

social workers as first responders in an environmental-related prevention or relief effort. 

The Declaration should include:  

 

o A description of national/international environmental-related prevention or relief 

effort. 

o The social work theoretical frameworks and concepts that support prevention and 

preventative efforts. 

o The connection between social work policy and practice and human rights and the 

need for social, economic and environmental justice.  

o How ethics and values support social workers in environmental-related prevention 

and response efforts. 

 

 



 6 

 

Academic Integrity 

 

Consistent with ethical requirements of the social work profession and the course holds 

students to the highest standards of academic integrity.  Students are expected to know 

and adhere to the rules established by individual social work professors in specific social 

work courses.  Student’s academic work must also conform to the guidelines established 

by the Universities regarding the definition of misconduct, including, but not limited to, 

cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism.  Allegations of 

academic misconduct on the part of social work students will be taken seriously and will 

be responded to following procedures established by the Universities.  

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Class/ Date(s) 

 

Class 1         DEFINING INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL WORK AND            

          ENVIRONMENTALISM 

 

o Welcome and introductions and review of the course syllabus. 

o What is international social work? 

o How is environmentalism defined? 

o What is the relationship between human rights and social, economic and 

environmental issues and social work practice and policy? 

 

      Readings:   

 

Davies, M. (1974). The Assessment of Environment in Social Work Research. Social 

Casework, 55(1), 3. 

 

Dominelli, L. (2011). Climate change: Social Workers' Roles and Contributions to Policy 

Debates and Interventions. International Journal of Social Welfare, 20(4), 430-

438.  

  

Jeffery, D. (2014). Environmentalism in Social Work: What Shall We Teach?. Affilia-

Journal of Women And Social Work, 29(4), 492-498. 

 

Noble, C. (2016). Green Social Work -- The Next Frontier for Action. Social 

Alternatives, 35(4), 14-19. 

 

Pulla, V. (2013). Critical Essay: Environmentalism and Social Work. Rural 

Society, 22(3), 263-268.  
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 Class 2       DEFINING INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL WORK AND     

         ENVIRONMENTALISM (continued) 

 

o What are the roles of social workers in international practice and policy? 

o How is cultural humility defined and applied to environmentalism? 

o What is the relationship between cultural humility and interdisciplinary 

teams? 

o What are common approaches to working on  interdisciplinary teams? 

o How does cultural humility advance human rights and social, economic, 

and environmental justice? 

 

 

      Readings:   

       

Alston, M. (2014). Social work, Climate Change and Global Cooperation. International 

Social Work, 58(3), 355-363.    

 

Bragin, M., Mollere, V., Tosone, C., Ihrig, E., Niazi, A., & Mayel, E. (2014). Building 

culturally relevant social work for children in the midst of armed conflict: Applying 

the DACUM method in Afghanistan. International Social Work, 59(6), 745-759. 

 

Coulter, M. L., & Noss, C. I. (1988). Preventive Social Work in Perceived Environmental 

Disasters. Health & Social Work, 13(4), 296-300. 

 

 Desai, A. (2008). Disasters and Social Work Responses. Indian Journal of Social Work, 

(2). 179-202.  

 

Harrell, E. B., & Zakour, M. J. (2003). Access to Disaster Services: Social Work 

Interventions for Vulnerable Populations. Journal of Social Service 

Research, 30(2), 27-54. 

 

Nikku, B. (2013). Children's Rights in Disasters: Concerns for Social Work - Insights 

from South Asia and Possible Lessons for Africa. International Social Work, (1). 

51. 

 

Park, K. M. (1996). The Personal Is Ecological: Environmentalism of Social 

Work. Social Work -Albany New York-, (3). 320. 

 

Philip, D., & Reisch, M. (2015). Rethinking Social Work's Interpretation of 

‘Environmental Justice’: From Local to Global. Social Work Education, 34(5), 471-

483.  

 

 

     Assignment:  Post an article, along with a picture, that describes a recent                     

      national or  international disaster by noon the day before Class 3.  
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Class 3       ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES:  LOCAL, NATIONAL, AND 

INTERNATIONAL LEVELS 

 

o What are current/recent examples of environmental issues at these levels? 

o How do definitions of environmental issues vary by location? 

o What are the immediate aftermath and long-term consequences of these 

concerns?  

o  How do human rights and social, economic and environmental justice 

interface with environmental concerns at these levels? 

o What is the role of the media in environmental concerns at these levels? 

 

      Readings:   

DeWitt, R. D. (2017). Pediatric lead exposure and the water crisis in Flint, Michigan. 

JAAPA: Journal of the American Academy of Physician Assistants (Lippincott 

Williams & Wilkins), 30(2), 43-46. doi:10.1097/01.JAA0000511794.60054.eb 

 

Hartmann, D. (2015). CLIMATE AND CLIMATE CHANGE | Overview. Encyclopedia 

Of Atmospheric Sciences, 1-9. doi:10.1016/B978-0-12-382225-3.00024-4 

 

Ramana Dhara, V., & Gassert, T.H. (2010). Bhopal cyanide debate hampered by 

information suppression. Current Science, (12), 1639., & Thomas H., G. (2010). 

Bhopal cyanide debate hampered by information suppression. Current Science, 

(12), 1639. 

 

Sasaki, S., & Araki, T. (2014). Estimating the possible range of recycling rates achieved 

by dump waste pickers: The case of Bantar Gebang in Indonesia. Waste 

Management & Research: The Journal Of The International Solid Wastes And 

Public Cleansing Association, ISWA, 32(6), 474-481. 

doi:10.1177/0734242X14535651 

 

      Class Activities: 

• Brief video lecture on the questions above need to write and record 

• Students briefly share the articles they posted and note where those fit 

within the questions above 

 

 

       

Class 4     HOW DO ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS RELATE TO SOCIAL 

WORK PRACTICE AND POLICIES? 

 

o How are the terms person-in-the environment  and ecological  social work 

practice related? 

o What are the social work practices and policies that address environmental 

issues?   
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o How does human rights and social, economic and environmental justice 

interface with social work practices and policies? 

o How can the strengths perspective be applied to practice and policies 

associated with environmental issues? 

o How do ethics and values apply to environmental issues? 

      

      Readings:   

Pulla, V. (2013). Critical essay: Environmentalism and social work. Rural Society, 22(3), 

263-268. doi:10.5172/rsj.2013.22.3.263 

 

Ramsay, S., & Boddy, J. (2017). Environmental Social Work: A Concept Analysis. 

British Journal of Social Work, 47(1), 68-86. doi:10.1093/bjsw/bcw078 

 

Schmitz, C. L., Matyók, T., Sloan, L. M., & James, C. (2012). The relationship between 

social work and environmental sustainability: Implications for interdisciplinary 

practice. International Journal Of Social Welfare, 21(3), 278-286. 

doi:10.1111/j.1468-2397.2011.00855.x 

 

Schmitz, C. L., Matyók, T., Sloan, L. M., & James, C. (2012). The relationship between 

social work and environmental sustainability: Implications for interdisciplinary 

practice. International Journal Of Social Welfare, 21(3), 278-286. 

doi:10.1111/j.1468-2397.2011.00855.x (Also for Week 5) 

 

      Activities: 

 

      Assignment:  Post a list of six (6) evidence-based research articles that         

      support environmentalism in social work practice and policy by noon the  

      day before Class 5.       

 

 

Classes 5  WHAT THEORETICAL  FRAMEWORKS AND CONCEPTS        

&6       SUPPORT DISASTER RESPONSES? 

 

o What skills are needed for analyzing key policy components? 

o What are the major concepts that support national/international disaster 

prevention practice and policies? 

o What are the theoretical frameworks that underpin national/international 

disaster prevention programs? 

o What research is needed to develop national/international disaster 

prevention practice and policies? 

o How does cultural humility apply to a national/international disaster 

research agenda?  

o What are the roles of people and communities in developing 

national/international disaster efforts? 

o What are the ethics and values that influence the current research agenda 

on disaster efforts? 
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o What are the roles social workers in developing national/international 

disaster efforts? 

 

      Readings:   

 

Class Five: 

 

Alston, M. (2013). Environmental Social Work: Accounting for Gender in Climate 

Disasters. Australian Social Work, 66(2), 218-233. 

doi:10.1080/0312407X.2012.738366 

 

Drolet, J., Sampson, T., Jebaraj, D. P., & Richard, L. (2013). Social Work and 

Environmentally Induced Displacement: A Commentary. Refuge (0229-

5113), 29(2), 55-62. 

 

Farchi, M., Cohen, A., & Mosek, A. (2014). Developing Specific Self-Efficacy and 

Resilience as First Responders Among Students of Social Work and Stress and 

Trauma Studies. Journal of Teaching in Social Work, (2). 129. 

 

Faver, C. A., & Muñoz, J. D. (2013). Environmental Concern and Action: A View from 

the Border. Journal of Human Behavior In The Social Environment, 23(3), 345-355. 

doi:10.1080/10911359.2013.763712 

 

Harrell, E. B., & Zakour, M. J. (2003). Access to Disaster Services: Social Work 

Interventions for Vulnerable Populations. Journal of Social Service 

Research, 30(2), 27-54. 

 

Hossain, M. F. (2011). Disaster Management in Bangladesh: Regulatory and Social Work 

Perspectives. Journal of Comparative Social Welfare, (1). 91. 

 

Miller, S.E., Hayward, R.A., & Shaw, T.V. (2011).  Environmental shifts for social work:  

A principles approach. International Journal of Social Welfare, 21, 270-277.   

 

Moyo, O., & Moldovan, V. (2008). Lessons for Social Workers: Hurricane Katrina as a 

Social Disaster. Social Development Issues, (1). 3. 

 

Schmitz, C. L., Matyók, T., Sloan, L. M., & James, C. (2012). The relationship between 

social work and environmental sustainability: Implications for interdisciplinary 

practice. International Journal Of Social Welfare, 21(3), 278-286. 

doi:10.1111/j.1468-2397.2011.00855.x (Also for Week 4) 

 

Weber, W. A. (2012). Social Work and the Challenges of the Green Economy. Advances 

in Social Work, Vol 13, Iss 2, Pp 391-407 (2012), (2), 391.  (Also for Week 11) 
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Class Six: 

 

Bourassa, J. (2009). Psychosocial Interventions and Mass Populations: A Social Work 

Perspective. International Social Work, (6). 743. 

 

Fahrudin, A. (2012). Preparing Social Work Students for Working with Disaster 

Survivors. Asian Social Work & Policy Review, 6(2), 86-94. 

 

Sweifach, J. S., Linzer, N., & LaPorte, H. H. (2015). Beneficence vs. Fidelity: Serving 

Social Work Clients in the Aftermath of Catastrophic Events. Journal of Social 

Work Values & Ethics, 12(1), 3-12. 

 

 

 

Class 7   DISCUSSION ON DISASTER PREVENTION  

& 8    

o What are national/international disaster prevention efforts and policies? 

o What are examples of  national/international disaster prevention 

programs? 

o What roles do social workers play in disaster prevention efforts? 

o What are the national/international politics that influence disaster 

prevention responses?  

o How does disaster prevention reflect national/international goals and 

values?  

o What is the role of the media in both disaster prevention ? 

o How can the victims and survivors of national/international disasters 

contribute to disaster prevention? 

 

      Readings:   

 

Class Seven: 

 

Benson, P. W., Furman, L. D., Canda, E. R., Moss, B., & Danbolt, T. (2016). Spiritually 

Sensitive Social Work with Victims of Natural Disasters And Terrorism. British 

Journal of Social Work, (5). 1372. 

 

Brigg, L., & Roark, M. (2013). Personal Reflections: What Happens When Disaster 

Hits?. Aotearoa New Zealand Social Work Review, (2). 98. 

 

Fahrudin, A. (2012). Preparing Social Work Students for Working with Disaster 

Survivors. Asian Social Work & Policy Review, 6(2), 86-94. 

 

Farchi, M., Cohen, A., & Mosek, A. (2014). Developing Specific Self-Efficacy and 

Resilience as First Responders among Students of Social Work and Stress and 

Trauma Studies. Journal of Teaching in Social Work, (2). 129. 
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Miller, J. (2003). Critical Incident Debriefing and Social Work: Expanding the 

Frame. Journal of Social Service Research, (2). 7. 

 

Class Eight: 

 

Barusch, A. (2011). Disaster, Vulnerability, and Older Adults: Toward A Social Work 

Response. Journal Of Gerontological Social Work, (4). 347. 

 

Cronin, M. S., Ryan, D. M., & Brier, D. (2007). Support For Staff Working In Disaster 

Situations: A Social Work Perspective. International Social Work, (3). 370. 

 

Soliman, H. H., & Rogge, M. E. (2002). Ethical Considerations in Disaster Services: A 

Social Work Perspective. Electronic Journal of Social Work, 1(1), 1-23. 

 

Tao, C. (2009). Social Workers as Conflict Mediator: Lessons from The Wenchuan 

Earthquake. China Journal of Social Work, (3). 179. 

 

Webber, M., & Joubert, L. (2015). Editorial: Social Work and Recovery. British Journal 

of Social Work, i1-i8.  

 

 

     Assignment:  Post a PowerPoint on an agenda for disaster prevention and         

     responses designed by a collaborative partnership on disaster efforts by noon    

     the day before Class 9.  

. 

Class 9 &10  CONSIDERING AN AGENDA THAT ADDRESSES GLOBAL 

CHALLENGES TO THE ENVIRONMENT  

 
o How do key concepts and theories frame the responses and the protracted 

recovery phase of challenges to the environment? 
o What are the unique cultural features that should be included in 

environment protection? 
o Is an understanding of vulnerable populations included in the agenda for 

environment protection? 
o What is the proposed research agenda for environmentalism? 
o How do disasters present an opportunity for social work to address human 

rights and social, economic and environmental justice?  
o What are the emerging roles for social workers and international 

partnerships in environmentalism? 
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   Readings:   

 

Class Nine: 

 

Benson, P. W., Furman, L. D., Canda, E. R., Moss, B., & Danbolt, T. (2016). Spiritually 

Sensitive Social Work with Victims Of Natural Disasters And Terrorism. British 

Journal of Social Work, (5). 1372. 

 

Cronin, M. S., Ryan, D. M., & Brier, D. (2007). Support For Staff Working In Disaster 

Situations: A Social Work Perspective. International Social Work, (3). 370. 

 

Mason, L. R., Shires, M. K., Arwood, C., & Borst, A. (2017). Social Work Research and 

Global Environmental Change. Journal of the Society For Social Work And 

Research, 8(4), 645-672. 

 

Class Ten: 

 

Boehm, A. (2010). The Functions of Social Service Workers at a Time Of War Against A 

Civilian Population. Disasters, (1). 261. 

 

 

Class 11  AN ADVOVCACY AGENDA FOR GLOBAL CHALLENGES TO THE 

ENVIRONMENT 

                              
o How should social workers and interdisciplinary team members be 

educated on global challenges to the environment? 
o Why is there a need for an understanding of the unique cultural features 

associated with global environmental challenges? 
o What knowledge is needed on the consequences of disasters on vulnerable 

populations? 

o What are strategies that would expedite the use of funds and services for 

victims of disasters? 
o Why is a rigorous research agenda vital to environmentalism? 
o What is the need to advocate for national/international leadership in the 

area of global environmental challenges? 

o How should advocacy strategies be assessed for impact on global 

challenges to the environment? 

 

      Readings:   

Bliss, D. L. (2015). Using the Social Work Advocacy Practice Model to Find Our Voices 

in Service of Advocacy. Human Service Organizations: Management, Leadership 

& Governance, 39(1), 57-68. doi:10.1080/23303131.2014.978060 

Haddad, M. A. (2017). Environmental advocacy: insights from East Asia. Asian Journal 

of Political Science, 25(3), 401-419. doi:10.1080/02185377.2017.1352526 



 14 

Philip, D. & Reisch. (2015). Rethinking social work’s interpretation of ‘environmental 

justice:’ From local to global. Social Work Education, 34, NEED TO ADD PAGE 

#S, 

Purdy, J. (2018). The Long Environmental Justice Movement. Ecology Law Quarterly, 

44(4), 809-864. doi:10.15779/Z382F7JR1V 

Weber, W. A. (2012). Social Work and the Challenges of the Green Economy. Advances 

in Social Work, Vol 13, Iss 2, Pp 391-407 (2012), (2), 391.  (Also for Week 5) 

 

 

 

Class 12  SUSTIANABILITY IN THE CONTEXT OF DISASTERS 

 

o How is sustainability defined in the context of national/international 

challenges to the environment? 

o How does sustainability reflect human rights and social, economic, and 

environmental justice? 

o What social work roles compliment sustainability efforts?  

o How are advocacy efforts sustained over time and global borders? 

 

      Readings:   

 

Brigg, L., & Roark, M. (2013). Personal Reflections: What Happens When Disaster 

Hits?. Aotearoa New Zealand Social Work Review, (2). 98. 

 

Ellor, J. W., & Dolan, S. (2016). Lessons Learned From Disaster: Behavioral Health For 

Social Workers And Congregations. Social Work & Christianity, 43(1), 108-126. 

 

Pulido, M. L. (2007). In Their Words: Secondary Traumatic Stress In Social Workers 

Responding To The September 11 Terrorist Attacks In New York City. Social 

Work -Albany New York-, (3). 279. 

 

Rogge, M. E. (2003). The Future Is Now: Social Work, Disaster Management, And 

Traumatic Stress In The 21st Century. Journal of Social Service Research, (2). 1. 

 

Schmitz, C. L., Matyk, T., Sloan, L. M., & James, C. (2012). The Relationship between 

Social Work and Environmental Sustainability: Implications For Interdisciplinary 

Practice. International Journal of Social Welfare, (3). 278. 

 

Taubman, A., & Weisz, A. (2011). Emerging Concerns For International Social Work 

And Disaster Response: From Relief To Development And Sustainability. Review 

(Columbia University School of Social Work), 237-48. 
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Class 13  SELF-CARE ASSOCIATED WITH ENVIRONMENTALISM 

 

o What are the components of self-care for social workers as first responders 

in disasters? 

o Why is self-care a critical element to challenges to the environment 

including disaster prevention, response programs and sustainability? 

o What is the relationship between self-care and trauma? 

o Why and  how does self-care interface with cultural humility? 

 

      Readings:   

 

 

      Assignment:  Post the United Nations Declarations written by the      

      international partnership members by noon the day before Class 14.       

 

 

Class 14  REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS       

     DECLARATIONS 

 

o How do the Declarations support human rights and environmental, social, 

and economic social justice? 

o Describe how the Declarations reflect social work national and 

international values and ethics.  

o How do the Declarations foster a sense of cultural humility? 

o Why and  how do the Declarations expand the role of social work policy 

and practice?   

 

     Readings:   

 

Alston, M. (n.d.). Social Work, Climate Change and Global Cooperation. International 

Social Work, 58(3), 355-363. 

 

Linzer, N., Sweifach, J., & Heft-LaPorte, H. (2008). Triage and Ethics: Social Workers 

on the Front Line. Journal of Human Behavior In The Social Environment, 18(2), 

184-203.  

 

Mason, L. R., Shires, M. K., Arwood, C., & Borst, A. (n.d). Social Work Research and 

Global Environmental Change. Journal of the Society for Social Work and 

Research, 8(4), 645-672. 

 

Pollack, D. (2007). Social Workers and the United Nations: Effective Advocacy 

Strategies. International Social Work, (1). 113. 

 

Schmitz, C. L., Matyk, T., Sloan, L. M., & James, C. (2012). The Relationship between 

Social Work and Environmental Sustainability: Implications for Interdisciplinary 

Practice. International Journal of Social Welfare, (3). 278. 
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Sim, T., Liu, Y., & Li, S. (n.d.). Working Together: Developing Disaster Risk Reduction 

First Aid Training in a Post-Earthquake Chinese Context. Journal of Social 

Work, 17(4), 491-497 

 

Taubman, A., & Weisz, A. (2011). Emerging Concerns For International Social Work 

And Disaster Response: From Relief To Development And Sustainability. Review 

(Columbia University School of Social Work), 237-48. 

 

Zhang, X., Huang, Y., & Li, M. (2011). Collaboration on Disaster Prevention Education 

Curriculum Development Project and Its Implications for Social Work. China 

Journal of Social Work, (2). 165. 

 

 

 

Class 15  DISCUSSION AND EVAULATION OF CLASS 

 

o What were the strengths of the class? 

o How can the class be improved? 

o What have you learned about the members of your collaborative 

partnership? 

o What are similarities and differences between the countries represented in 

the collaborative partnership? 

o How did your collaborative partnership contribute to fund of knowledge 

associated with social justice and environmentalism in social work 

practice and policy? 

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES & READING REFERENCES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


